DAUGHTERS    OF    QUEEN    VICTORIA

when he was sixteen to be confirmed, and the Prince
Consort was rejoiced to find that he had a brain " in
which no prejudice can maintain a footing against
straightforward logic." That was a boy after his own
heart, and perhaps he turned with a sigh to the latest
report from General Bruce about Bertie, then an
undergraduate at Oxford. He lived with his Gover-
nor and an Equerry in a private house, Frewen Hall,
under the strictest supervision. He did not attend
lectures, but Professors of the University came to
instruct him in English literature, German literature,
Chemistry and Modern Languages, Modern History
and Ecclesiastical History. He was not allowed to
mix with other young men, or to dine in Hall,
except on special occasions, but in spite of this
invigilation and these bountiful opportunities for
acquiring useful knowledge, he remained, as his father
lamented, " neither fish or flesh." But in other
respects the elder members of the family were very
satisfactory : Alice was blooming into a very good-
looking and graceful young woman and Alfred in
his jolly life at sea earned golden opinions.

The Queen's resolve to keep Princess Alice at
home as long as she reasonably could was remotely
threatened next year, but she had no intention of
letting the threat develop into an act of aggression.
She asked to her party at Windsor for Ascot Week
in June, 1860, Uncle Leopold and his two sons,
and the two sons of Prince Charles of Hesse, brother
to the childless Grand Duke. The party from
Windsor attended the races as usual on two days,
following the precedent set by King William and
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